BIOGRAPHY OF ANNA CONSTANTIA BLUTH BELNAP


Anna C. Bluth was a woman to be admired.  Her sensitive nature was the soul of honor.  She had keen dark eyes and rather dark brown hair, until time put touches of gray in it.


She was born Dec. 7, 1869 in Stockholm, Sweden, of humble parents, John Melker Ludvig Bluth and Augusta Wilhelmina Wallin, who belonged to the Lutheran Church.  They lived in one of many tenement houses.  The children, having very little space to play, sometimes played in the halls.  Her father worked long hours at home as a tailor.  He being of a nervous disposition and shut in most of the time, he did not allow the children to make any noise.  Whenever possible they played on the docks of the North Sea—Anna, then five years old, her sister Mary, seven and a half, and her brother John, eleven years old.


One Sunday morning, these three, with a neighbor boy, went to the ocean to play.  While John and the other boy were looking at maps, Anna and Mary were having great fun running along the piers and jumping from one piling to another.  One piling was not quite as close as the others.  Anna jumped once and made it.  She boasted to her sister that she could do it again and asked her to watch.  But Mary turned her back.  Anna ran again and all was quiet.  Finally Mary turned around and couldn’t see Anna.  She walked to the edge of the pier and saw here hanging above the water by her fingertips.  Anna made no noise nor did she cry out, and later said that she had felt no fear.  Mary called to John and his boy friend and they came and pulled Anna up.  John was very much frightened because he was told to take care of his sisters and he knew how his father would punish him for his carelessness.  He took them for a walk to get the incident off their minds and thought they had forgotten because they never told their parents.  They knew if they did there would be no more delightful trips to the seashore.


After the Bluth family had come to America, and Anna was sixteen years old, she told her mother of this incident. She wouldn’t believe it and thought Anna must have dreamed it as she was sure the children would have been so frightened that they would have told her.  Anna’s brother, John, substantiated her story.

 
On Feb. 22, 1888, when Anna was eighteen years old, she received her patriarchal blessing.  The Patriarch, John Smith, made this statement.  “The eye of the Lord has been upon thee from thy birth and for a wise purpose.  He had given thine angel special charge concerning thee, and who has watched over thee thus far, and will not forsake thee in the future but will whisper in thine ear, warn thee of danger, give thee strength in the time of trial and power over evil and unclean spirits, open the eyes of thine understanding, strengthen thy memory and make thee equal unto every task.”  At that time Anna was too young to understand the power of God.  When she was older she could see the hand of the Lord in it and thanked Him many times for saving her life so she could come to America.


When Anna was six years of age her parents joined the Church of Jesus Christ of Latter-day Saints.  Anna was very anxious to be baptized before leaving the old country, and so was baptized at the age of seven in the sea or lake June 9, 1877 by Carl A. Ek and confirmed by Alfred Hansen June 10, 1877.


The Bluth family left Stockholm June 16, 1877 and traveled to England.  Here they boarded the ship “Wisconsin” for America.  She remembered the family watching the unloading of the ship in New York—how the baggage was sent down the chute.  Many of the trunks would burst when they hit the dock, scattering the contents.  Her parents were very worried because they didn’t have a trunk, just a large box tied with rope.  What a tragedy it would be if it burst and split their few belongings.


They arrived in Salt Lake City July 16, 1877, just one month from the time they left home.  Her Uncle, August C. F. Bluth, met them in Salt Lake City July 18 and took them by wagon to Grantsville, Tooele, Utah, where he was living.  They had a one-room log house by a gravel pit.  For the first time they had a place to play out of doors by their home.  They took on the American way of playing.  It was the first time they went barefooted.  The hot sand and stones hurt their feet, but they soon grew accustomed to it.


Leaving Grantsville in 1879, they went to Logan, then to Smithfield and thence to Ogden, where her father purchased a home at 749 23rd Street, in the 4th Ward for $750.


In her autobiography she writes, “As a young lady I was of a religious turn of mind.  I attended Sunday School, Mutual, Sacrament and Fast Meetings very regular and was also a member of the choir as long as the organization existed under the leadership of Prof. Edwards.”  


“At the age of seventeen I made it a matter of prayer as to what course I should take in choosing a companion for life.  Imagine my surprise when I received three testimonies showing to me plainly and without a doubt that it was His desire that I should obey the law of Plural Marriage.  I always believed it to be true but had no desire to enter into it.  But after receiving these testimonies and showing me who the man was, I felt I dared not do otherwise, so on the 7th of Feb. 1888, was married to Hyrum Belnap at Logan, Utah, at the age of eighteen.”


The government was then passing laws to outlaw the Church doctrine of Plural Marriage.  Non-members of the Church were making raids—many husbands had been and were being imprisoned or fined, and this continued until the Church ceded to the government and issued the Manifesto of Oct. 6, 1890.


Anna continues, “The raid was then at its worst and being hunted and hounded all the time, I was forced to go into hiding or exile.


“In 1890 I gave birth to my first child, Hyrum Earl, at the home of my husband’s parents at Hooper, Utah.  I was forced to leave there in the middle of the night two weeks after the birth of my baby.


“I came to Ogden and stayed at my parents for four weeks trying to locate a place of refuge.  I went to Salt Lake City and boarded with a family by the name of Isaac Coombs until my baby was nine months old, when I returned to my parents until July 11, 1892.


“The task of hiding myself and baby had become so difficult and trying that I was fast becoming a nervous wreck.  So I decided to go into exile again and sacrifice the comradeship of husband, parents, brothers and sister, so went to Franklin, Idaho, a stranger in a strange land.


“In1893 returned to Hooper, where I stayed for three months at my husband’s parents where my second son (Arias Guy) was born.  Returned to Franklin, where I stayed until May 1894, when I returned to Ogden, but still had to hide myself and children by going by an assumed name and hiding in different places on the outskirts of town.  (The assumed name was Wallin, her mother’s maiden name.)  During these trying times a third son was born to me in 1895 (Volney Bryan).”


During her separation she and her husband corresponded with each other; much of it was in poetry.  In this way they expressed their love and helped to endure their hardships and to give them hope for the future.


“To My Dear Husband While in Exile


Good bye darling the hour grows late,


And the night is dark, as the night of fate.


I must learn to wait, and in patience too, 


Until I can return to you.


Yet I know there is a day, when the sun will shine


When the home I long for will yet be mine,


For God has promised if we do his will


Joy eternal our souls will fill.”


Anna writes further, “In 1908 things had taken a turn for the better so was able to come out of hiding and take my right name.  I again entered the Young Ladies Mutual Improvement Association and acted in the capacity of class Leader for two years.


“During these years my health had become very poor and in April 1904, underwent an operation but it not proving successful.  Underwent a second operation in November of the same year.


“In 1905 we were blessed with another child, our first girl (Jewel).  It being ten years since our last child our hearts were full of rejoicing at her coming.  Since then two more little girls have come to bless our home, one in 1907 (Della Augusta) and the other in 1912 (Gladys).  Also another little boy in 1914 (Byron Knight).


“On account of poor health and the care of my family, have not been able to do any active Church work.  On the 7th of March 1918, underwent a third operation which was a serious nature, at the Dee Hospital.  Complications set in and I was in a critical condition for some time, but by faith and prayers and the will of the Lord my life was spared, although so far six years have elapsed have not fully recovered from the operation.  But I am thankful that my life was spared to be with my family and care for them.  Hope I will be permitted to live to see my children grown to man and womanhood and settled happily in life before I am called hence.”


She attended the dedication of the Salt Lake Temple April 6, 1893.


About 1918 a new brick home was built on the southwest {northeast} corner of 21st Street and Quincy in which she and her family lived until her death.


In the fall of 1924, she joined the Relief Society of the 13th Ward.  In the fall of 1925, she was set apart as a Topic Teacher to give lessons to the visiting Relief Society teachers.  She held this position until the Ward was divided, March 20, 1927, which put her into the 20th Ward.  She was retained in the same position in the Relief Society of the 20th Ward until 1929 when she became ill.


She was ill for two years.  On the 22nd of May 1931 she was called home.  She was buried May 25, 1931 in the Ogden City Cemetery.


Her Bishop J. Howard Jenkins said:  “The mother had a great responsibility.  Each one of the boys and girls, as the time has come, has taken leadership and done good in this community.  I express admiration for what her children have done.  This is one of the finest tributes we can give to this mother.  This was one of her purposes in life to live and see her children grown and taking their places in life.”


Anna loved flowers and worked hard to keep the yard nice.  There were many different kinds of roses and shade trees in her yard.  She had little schooling but was mainly self-educated, and even after marriage she studied diligently with her husband as instructor.  She was very good at handwork, sewing and making her own dress patterns.  She sewed most of her children’s clothes.  She was an immaculate housekeeper.

Notes recorded by H. Earl Belnap in 1954:


He remembers the first house they lived in, in Franklin, Idaho.  It was a two-room log house owned by Browley.


The second time Anna and her son Earl returned to Franklin, they rented a room in a large house owned by Mr. Gosling.  Three other families also lived in the house.  For a short time Anna and her sister, Mary, lived in Franklin at the same time.


When Anna and Earl returned to Ogden, Utah they lived on Dan Street, which is on the north side of Ogden.  While here they went to the Lynn Ward.  Then they moved to a house on Wyoming Street, now Orchard Ave.  The house was on the west side of the street just south of 32nd St.  While living here her son Volney B. was born Sept. 9, 1895.


In the summer of 1896 they moved to 918 21st Street where his father had bought one acre of ground with a small house and barn on it.  There was a well in the front yard.  This well was used for a refrigerator.  They would let the eggs and butter down into the well.  To the west of the house was an orchard.  There were pears, apples, nectrines, peaches, apricots, plumb and three kinds of cherry trees.  Also grapes, rhubarb and a strawberry patch, including wild roses and cockle burrs. The barn was some distance to the east of the house.  They had horses and cows.

  
The well became a hydrant in the front lawn, later the water was piped into the kitchen.  The house has been remodeled and additions made until it became a modern place.  


In the early days he remembered that the children and his mother would go for buggy rides with his father.  They would sit in the house with the lights out waiting and watching for their father’s buggy to go up the street.  Then they would go out into the dark to meet him and for their rides.


By 1918 most of the orchard had died and the garden was gone.  Then his father built a new yellow brick house to the west of the old home.  They moved into this home in Sept. of 1918.

THEIR CHILDREN:

Hyrum Earl Belnap (Earl): born 6 Sept. 1893, Hooper, Weber, Utah; died 29 Jun. 1955, Reno, Nevada; buried 5 Jul. 1955 Ogden, Weber, Utah.

Arias Guy Belnap: born 6 Sept. 1893, Hooper, Weber, Utah; died 25 Feb. 1974, Ogden, Utah; buried 1 Mar. 1974, Ogden, Weber, Utah.

Volney Bryan Belnap: born 9 Sept. 1895, Ogden, Weber, Utah.

Jewel Belnap: born 10 Sept. 1905, Ogden, Weber, Utah.

Della Augusta Belnap: born 11 Sept. 1907, Ogden, Weber, Utah.

Gladys Belnap: born 19 Jan. 1912, Ogden, Weber, Utah.

Byron Knight Belnap: born 18 Sept. 1914, Ogden, Weber, Utah.

{All of the above are now deceased.}
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