BIOGRAPHY OF CHARLES ALVIN BLUTH

He was born 25 Feb1890 in Ogden, Weber, Utah to John V. Bluth and Annaline Farley.  His father named and blessed him in April 1890 in the 4th Ward.  When 12 years of age, they moved into the 5th Ward.  Here he was ordained a Deacon.

When he was 14 years old, he began studying music and his sister Nelly did also.  He took lessons on the cornet and Nelly studied the piano.  He made very good progress and was soon playing soloist for the Ogden City Band that played on Sunday afternoon at the parks. 

He attended the Ogden High School and graduated from the school of business

After graduating, he worked for a short time for Scowcrofts.  Then he went to Salt Lake City where he obtained work in the field of music playing with the orchestras in the theatres.  This is the type of work he liked best.

Later he went with several dramatic troupes on the road.  They covered quite a portion of the east, north and western United States.  During this time, he met a widow with one son, Lula Weaver.  They were married and moved to California to live.  They were not married very long.

When World War I broke out, he was drafted in the army.  He wasn’t able to meet the physical requirements, so he was assigned to the Military Band stationed at Ft. Lewis, Washington, near Tacoma.

While working in a Salt Lake Theatre, he met Idylle Crane.  She came to Tacoma, Washington to be near Alvin.  Later they were married in Tacoma.  After the Armistice and his discharge from the Army, they moved to San Francisco, Calif.  Here he played in the orchestra of the National Broadcasting Co., at good pay.  

No children came to them.  They became dissatisfied and discontented.  Finally they separated.

During the financial crash in 1929, he lost his position.  For a time he worked at the picture houses.  The depression continued and these theatres closed.

He then played with the orchestra on the Dollar Steamship Co. liner President Hoover.  The liner sailed between New York, Japan, China and the Philippines via the Panama Canal.  One of the tours would bring him to New York City, Feb 13, 1932.  He advised his parents who were in Canada, and arranged to meet them.  He had not seen his father since Sept 1930 and his mother he had not seen in four years.  Owing to the depression and the big expense of traveling through the Panama Canal, the tour was abandoned.  There after, they would sail from Los Angeles, San Francisco, Honolulu, Yokohama, Shanghai and Manila, returning on the same route.  Each trip took about seven weeks.

 By 1935, he was still with this ship.  He was very tired of the monotony of the sea.  He sought work on the shore, but without success.

To supplement his salary, he purchased merchandise at the countries on his route to bring back to California to sell.  This he did for some time until the liner was stranded and he found himself in a life boat.  He lost everything he had, except the clothes he was wearing and $12.  The rest of his belongings went down with the ship.

He returned to San Francisco where he played with other bands for a few years, until the big shows and companies and unions were separated.

In the years past, he had accumulated a sum of $30,000 in a savings account and other investments.  When the economic crash came and the many banks and businesses closed their doors, he lost all of this.  He had nothing to fall back on.  He decided to try out his business training since musical work was not plentiful.

He applied for Civil Service work and was accepted.  He had advancements and became the main foreman on the ship wharfs.  He was in good health and still working at the age of 65.

He made short trips home to Salt Lake City at the time his parents died, but he made his home in San Francisco.

We have had no correspondence from Alvin for a few years, nor have we been able to locate him.  If he is still living, he would be about 85 years old.  (July 28, 1975)

Information given by his father John V. Bluth and his sister, Phyllis Ransom Madsen.
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