BIOGRAPHY OF JOHN GOTFRIED (“FRED”) BLUTH


John G. Bluth, known as “Fred,” was born Dec. 17, 1873 at Stockholm, Sweden, the son of John Melker Ludvig Bluth and Augusta Wilhelmina Wallin.  He was the youngest of a family of six children.


His parents joined the Church of Jesus Christ of Latter-day Saints, Feb. 1876.  A year later the Bluth family came to America, leaving Stockholm June 16, 1877 on the ship “Wisconsin.”  They arrived in Salt Lake City July 16, 1877.  The family was met by August C. F. Bluth, his father’s brother, who had come to the United States the year before.  The next day they returned with him to Grantsville, Utah to make their home in a one-room log cabin.  Here the family came in contact with the American way of living. 



Fred’s father was a tailor by trade.  In this small town he soon ran out of work to do.  Then he had to move on.  In March of 1879 the Bluth family moved to Logan, Utah.  Here they lived for 5 weeks.  Then they moved to Smithfield some 8 miles away.  They remained here until Sept. 1879.


When Fred was nearly 6 years old they moved to Ogden, Utah.  Here he spent the remainder of his life, with the exception of a few brief periods.


As a young man, he was interested in baseball.  He played with the Ogden League and Y.M.C.A.


In 1895 at the age of 22 years, he went to San Francisco, Calif. to work for Western Union as a telegraph operator.  Fred kept a diary from Dec. 1895 to Sept. 1897, most of it was written while in Calif.  From this diary we learn that he wrote many letters to his family and friends.  His brother John V. seemed to be the favored one.  One letter to him was 2,259 words long.


While in San Francisco he enjoyed the friendship of a girl friend called “Mi.”  Also he enjoyed good plays and fine food.


By May 1897 he was back in Ogden, Utah.  He became captain of the Ogden Baseball Team.  The last game of the season Sept. 6, 1897 was played in Salt Lake City.  The score being 31 to 6 in Ogden’s favor.  He was very popular as a ball player.


On Aug. 9, 1897 Fred went back to San Francisco to work until April 15, 1898.  While there he had an attack of appendicitis.  


At this time the United States was at war with Spain.  Fred came home to enlist in the Army, May 2, 1898.  Because he and his brother were both named John as a first name, it was confusing.  When he enlisted in the Army, he changed his name to Godfrey John Bluth.  He was stationed at Fort Douglas at Salt Lake City, Utah until May 21, 1898.  They left about 4 o’clock for San Francisco.  He was stationed here for one month.


May 26, 1898 he had a second attack of appendicitis.  He was with Battery B Badge #43.  He worked in the office where they signed and made out the Army payroll.


His girl friend “Mi” gave him a glass four leaf clover good luck charm to wear with his Battery #.  This he wore for two years.  He left America for Manila on Flagship “China,” June 15, 1898.  They landed in Hawaii June 23, 1898.  They arrived at Manila in the Philippines, July 16, 1898.


He became ill again with appendicitis and was confined to the ship hospital.  Later taken to General Hospital in Manila, he was operated on.  The operation took place on July 20.  He was in the hospital from July 20 to Aug. 24.  He was put into combat while still having trouble with his incision.  He became very ill again Sept. 1.  He lost a lot of weight, weighing only 126 lb.  Sept. 5, the doctor advised that he be sent home.


He left Manila Sept. 22 for Hong Kong, China, then to San Francisco, Calif.  Arriving there Oct. 22, 1898 after a rough voyage and burying nine of his companions at sea.  He arrived home in Ogden in time for Thanksgiving dinner with his parents.


Fred married Caroline Barbara Torgerson July 17, 1901 at Farmington, Utah.  She went by the name of Barbara.  They lived at 310 and 314 21st Street till June 6, 1926 when they moved to 2664 Eccles Ave.


He went to work for the Southern Pacific Railroad, Dec. 1, 1902 as a telegraph operator.  Later he became a freight conductor which duties he faithfully performed for a period of 32 years and 4 months.


In October of 1934 the train had stopped to inspect a “hot box” at Lake Side, in West Weber, Utah.  As he was getting on the train, it started to jerk, throwing him to the ground.  He was badly hurt.  He never fully recovered from this accident.  Due to this accident, he retired April 1, 1935.


He entered the Veterans Hospital in Salt Lake City, Jan. 1936.  Here he remained until his death, July 31, 1937, leaving his wife and four sons.  He was buried in the Ogden City Cemetery in Ogden.


His wife, Barbara continued to live in Ogden until her death Sept. 28, 1941.   She was buried beside her husband in the Ogden City Cemetery.

THEIR CHILDREN:  All born in Ogden, Weber, Utah

Marcus Godfrey Bluth (Marc): born 11 Jun 1902.

Weyman John Bluth: born 11 Apr 1904.

Laurence Gilbert Bluth: born 13 Aug 1907.

Gordon “J” Bluth: born 12 Dec 1912.
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