AN VHE RINSIONARY FIELD.

The Work In Tenuessee—Evilh Uver-
raled for Good—Interest in the

Goupel Inereasing—A Model Epis-
ite. -

CooKxYiLLE, Putnam County
eno., April éth 1&87.
Editor Deseret News:

Asitis now over fourtecn months
since wg leit oor beloved moumtafn
home we biave decided to pena lew ol
our thoughts and experiences, trusting
they may find & place in your vai@abje
puper. .

Missjonary labor {s not what an un-
sophmsticated aud inexperlenced youth
it home may thiok tt {s. Perhapssome
may auy, **we have beard that belore.”
Well apd good, it will not suffer by re-
peating. There is better satiefaction,
greater joy und more real, gepuine hap-
ploess ln missiosary lifé thau we sup-
posed there goasib]&v coujd be, even
though we bad heard mauy returning’
missionaries express themselvea s
having spent the most eojoyable por-
tion of their lives, not at home, but on
their missfons.

A youny KElder comes out rather
fereen® In-more wiys than one, sees
the country, mingles with the people,
puariskes of teeir hgspitulity, and ff: [ 3
month becospes ucyuainted with the
“jos aud outs*’ of everytbing pertain-
luf 10 the **sutiny south.' The pext
thiog ke does [8 to {mpart the vast io-
formation thus receives in @ monlh's
close stidy, in which nothing has the
o ppearince of being aw yood 29 home,
to bis friends apnd reiatives, oiten to
the Jocal papers of his place oi resi-
dence, and sometimes te the PEBLRET
NEws, his ¢pistle not being overbur-
dened with charity.

5lx mouths pass by. Thesamegreen
Elder Las ripened wondsriully and
while perusing bisiirst letiers to Lhe
Nkws he becomes astonished at what
he written.

.

has Things <o not
appear to him npow as tbey did
then. Charlty has exerted itself zud

I8 presenting matters before bim In as
far differcot light. SHeeing bls error
he stops at the thought of writlog
apaln;. refiects upon tHe extremely
truthtul (?) histories, letters apd ac-
counts publshed about the *Mor-

"mons’! hy havipg spept a nonth in

Ll

Utah; trembles ut the probability of
baving wyitten on = Subject he knew
noihing of; wonders what his friends,
the Buints of this lund and the experi-
coced Klders thought; reseives to wait
81X months longer in order 10 get bet-
1er Ybsr.ecl, and —— what i8 the result?
He 18 geldom, if ever, heard of again
except in private Jetters. Buch sBoul
not be the case. If we have drred, let
us acknowledge our error when we
Rave leurned Detter. Atoue inthe same
wiiy the error was committed, namely,
publicly, and thus give the credit dne
to tue peaople - wronge as far
¥ it lies in ou power. |
Iz the first oplace it is wda-
dom' to0 be eantious and npet too
hasty fn our conclusions. But the
error once comwmitted, by 2ll ineans
let it be rectitled. Fer our part,though
we prefer our monoteing, we must give
unbounded prajse for the kintiness and
hespitality—s hospitality almost pro-
verbial and worthy ef imitation—
shown us,as a rule, by the people ef’
the South. k

Man{ pleasznt and laoghable inci-
dents it hus becd.our bt to participate
ig, and, in faect, we bave been the maln
object of them all. We have founa the
people very Kind-hearted and sympa-
thatle, their better feelings baving
roled the day, or rather the evenlnf,
vven to the shedding of teary while
listening to ounr sipging the *songs of
Zjon, trom tlme w0 timg. What a
power there is in those ingpired hymns]

ower for geod that should in nowise

he npeglected or thrown aside
by osr Eiders. Havigg com-
plied with . the " Sing us

g s0pg Or twof’ almost invariably
asked at cvery stopping place, i8 &
positive gunrantee of recetving unlim-
1ted piaise aud applause fromn the ap-
preoiative kstenera; and often when
1he Gespel principles would have been
scornfully rejected hed we sought to
preach the pame’ onto them, we lave
suny them in the hymns that so fully
abount with dectrines of our hallowed
{aith. Good hag thus been accome
plished and a word pow and then be-
tween cuch bymn has Deen aceepted

and ¥ at tlmes fellen io  fraitfal
ground.
We have souglrt for the spirit of oor

lubers, and truly the Lord baz blessed

-ug ib that regpect, and though tauuresl

ond dagappolptments have heen numer-
oug, we feelas unduunted as evenis
with the help of the Almighty will con-

. tinue to do so.

Persecution is, of course, onr por-
tlon, a8 well as the rest of God’s peo-
ple. Forit we care but little, as the
blessings oi God and the joy often
swelling our bosoms repays us tenfold
{or the trinls endured. Yes, we prefer
to endure them in order to en)oy the
blessinzs. That, of course, Is the sen-

timent of every true Latiter-day
Saiut.
We find many frieeds,'and the at-

tempis at violence, threats, lles and
faisehoods arrayed against us only
serve to promote the weliare of the
czose, 88 1as been shown in inuomer-
able instances. ‘Ose will suflice. A
Christisu Baptist minister bad been
very activb ublishjng omr “‘vlle
motives,’ our *‘Lorriblv monstrosities

nacted at heme,” our ‘‘lalse doc-
trines,' eod exposing the ‘*false pro-
phet Joseph Smith—ah, who is now in
‘hell~—ah, where alt {false prophets go—
ab,'” and a8 we found we wgre losing
grenud, the people belleving his words
1@ be trme, a8 e did not answer his

“time and sullied* his ministerial pro-

were

charges), which
made at public meetings when
we were not pPresent, we

| were Iorced to resort 10 soweinlog 1o

epunteract his jnfluence. We there-
fore challenged hioy to prove his 8s-
seriions and disprove our doctrines,
at any time or place ke felt disposell 1o
oame, the Bibie to be uged as the
stardard whereby to do so. To this we
received the following reply, whioh I8
a true ¢Opy of the original:

© 1 seat myself to drop yons few,
linds in ansure tou the chalene yon sent
me.

for a fite or gentieman DeBate. U you
will take your faith 1n full aed swhat
you say you beleve to be write and the
Book of mermiom and every lye that
you have aded to the Word of god and
then miake rae nie that you are not horse
theves or run frem your homes for
sowe other Crime I wlil meet yon and
Wil sbo yo that Jo Bmith Was a lyer
and that you also is a lyer und a sur-
vent of the devel. if it is moelc yon
Want you are Pulling tie right string.’
5. 1. B—.%

It is nlxost needless Lo commenton
the above. It serves to show wbhbat
clags of men are fighting the itroth.
Fapcy us “'mwaking blin toow' thesa
things ere he would;debate with sl It
was jmpossible for ns te ascept any-
thiog so ludicroms. Neverthelesy, it
bmughi good resujts. Whenever agked
about the debatc, whick had been,
widely circulated, we would read them
the nuswer 2 our challenge. They
would at once tuke sides wilh ns, the
-Reverend (?) gradually lost inﬁuence,-'ﬁ
two were buaptized and others seem
ready to follow. The pext step was 10|
force us out by mybs led by the same ;
follower (¥) of the meek and lowly
Jesus; but his attempt failing, be bus
oow, according to nis owno words
"c‘uit making a (ool of himself."

?
¥hile passizg a crowd we often hear’

such remarks as these: **Who uare
they?! “*Mormons?"’ *“No—sre- they
them cussed mormons?" ‘Y@, and

they'd steal a berse in o mioute.’” |
Then {fellows a leud goffaw. Our

I am at a losento ne what youn !
mean Whether you have Chalene me|

always |ulong. S0 let our enemies add thelr

mite in rofling onward the litlle atone;
till It fil}s the whole earth.

As we-have stated, the good resultg,
are already appenrioy and there seenf )
10 be a good barvest in store for us the
comling season, considertny itls eng{-u
rally eonceded that the harvess is Ovepy

Your co-laborers in the chuse ol
truth, JuHx V. BLUTR,

Jessk N. PREKINS.
]

L -

thouoghte on sueh occasmons are gen-
exally to this effect: "Lawgh on. Youm,'
remind us of the man whoe attempted

{o push tke buii into the river. 1f hej

a0 not got his langh beforechand he

never would have bagt it. Your laugh |
will soon turn to the sickly whine
*‘give us of yonor oil for vor lampe &re.
zoue gut.' ‘*Not s0; 'gofre anjl buy of
those who sell.,” Soon we'll Hear yor:
cryiog, **Lord, open to us.” ‘‘Depgit,
kpnow ye pot." 'When these thoughts |
occur to us, all resvutment disappears
und pity takes it plaee. This symps-
thy for thuir souls gtimuolates nd to re- |
peatedly offer them oil,that they may
replenish their lamps ere the comiay of
the Bridegroom. i
n order to skow bow palatable our
doctrines and principles are to the
varjous sects and parties when not
Lkoown to bc “*Mormonism,' we relate
the following: A Baptist minister who
bad devbted a great portion of bis

fexsion in slandertng the **Mormons,’’
.gucceeded in obtaimng & dilapidated
copy of & No. 2 tract, written by Elder
John Morgan, the fnont und back be-
10g torn off. This he studied for some
timie and fioally couocluded he had
found an ioviocible weapen which
would be of great value to him in cob=-
froundiny the enemies of trath. To
¢pmmence with, he first tried an ex-
§eriment. on ooe of our friends, a Mr.
—=, After introducing the subject he
preduced his *‘valuable document'’
with the words, *"There! read that
and mee what yon thimk of it.”
Looked at by Mr.EK— who recog=
nized in it ‘one of onr tracts.. “*Why,
thut is very gooed.”’ *Yes, and it does
away with your Mormon 1ul|ehoo-dul."
“You must be mistaken, fog instead
of dofng away with the falsehoodn; as
yg;: please to term them, it provesl|
tfem us Mormon doctrines.'” ‘'No
gir-ee.. MormoniBm has no such doc-
trine ay that.. That is gennine, good,
old Baptist doctrine.’” “‘I'll prove it
to you,'" responded Mr. K-, and-
Lringing a fuli copy he bade the min-
ister compare the two. This he pro-
geeded to do, bat no Booner foaund
bimself gold than theonce Bo" #yalua-
able document’’ iwas thrown to the'
ground, while he departed ia-haste,
muttering sometbing aboat “damuas
ble, rotten, iulse doctrige.”
-This lttle jncident fully demon-
strates the rature of the crosade
waged!iagsipst us by the ministers ‘of
the day. The Mormons must gperish
for thelrbeliei; butlf their doctrine
was»taught by one ¢of the grand-

od | daughters of the mother of bariowms, it

would be esteemed as the Gospel of'
Christ—which of eourse it would be/
mlagus the divine authority to preach 1t
or administer in it ordinances.
There are macy iucidems of s like
nature trangpiring from day to duy,bunt
they all serve a geod purpose, and o=~
day the work in this Conference 1y pro<
ressing fuvorably, some fifteen having
%aen baptized the fast two wonths,snd.
prospects for doing good beiny brights
er tham £t any time since our arrival in
this state. f
Much of itis due to the entérgetie
l#hors of our Conference President
Brother H. K. Perkins, who kas Iabored
hardjto set the Conferenvce inorder,
cutting off the dead branches anda
trimming up the tree so that nothing
will hinder its progress and growta.
The publfcation of certain deroxa-
tery siatements about us from time to
time by the Gospel ddwocate and the
Apostolic Guide, the two orpana of the
S‘Corlistian -Order,*” bétter known 48
Campbellites, pubiished in Tennessee
and Kentucky, serve also to awaken
intereat and inquiry and help the work"
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