AT THE TABEEWACLE.

Sem[~-Annual Couference of the Y, M.
M, 1. A's. of Websr County.

The semi-annual conference of the
Young Men'a Muinal Improvement As-
gociations of Weber county was held in
the tabernacle yesterday at 10 8, m. and
2 'il m. The morning session was not
fully sttended but in the afferncon the
bullding was packed.

The morning scsrion opened by the
chofr singing **The morping breaks the
shadows fl@e.” Fraver waa offered by
V. C. Hunter, president of the West
Weler gasociation. The choir and the
congregation sang *Pralse to the man
who communed with Jehovah,"

Superintendent Apgus T, Wright an.
nounced that a program had been pre-
pared consisting of & number of ad.
Jreascs, such ss are deliversd at the
regular meetings of the variona wards,

he first addrese was made by Ernest
Brown of the First ward association of
f)gden, the subjeet helng the " Necesslt
of diving authority to preach and admi-
nister ia the ordinances of the Gospel,’"
During the address many fllustrations
were drawn from the ecriptures showing
how the Lord punisbed those who at-
tempted to act in the priest’s office
without authority from the Lord, and
the inevitable result of sitempta to act
in the ordinances of the Gospel without
being called of God a8 wag Aaron—either
Ly direct communication or through a
prophet of God. In order that the
government of God ehould be perfect
i while among men {t wad just as necee-
[ sary that the Lord ghould sanction and

spprove theactsof hig ministers onearth
ne 1t isgn earthly governments, in factit
was mote necessary, for our malvation in
eternity depended on this principle.

G. 1L Hall,%f the Hunteville assocla-
tion dwelt on *Faith and itz pubdi-
visions." The speaker gave Paul’e defi-
nition of faith and proceeded to illus-
trate it. Ile stated that while all hu-
manlty had within it the generating
power of faith which could be cultivated
until it almost grew into knowledge or
killed by negleet, no absolute knowledge
of God, His attributes and His will con-
cerning us could be obtained except by
direct revelation. This knowledge or
revelation could be obtained by the
proper cultivation of faith, a principle
which was not abeoluto knowledge, but
the assurance of the existence and real-
ity of things not seen.

Z. Jacobs, of the Fifth Ward sssocia-
tion addressed the congregation, the
gubject Leing ““The Nauvoo Exodus.”
“Nauveo’ wae & Hebrew word signifyin
“heautiful situation,’ carrying with it
the further meaning of *‘rest.’! The
gpeaker deseribed the loeation and the
building of Nauvoo until seitled by the
Mormons. ‘Then followed an ae-
count of the Iabors of the salnts
in building the city and temple, and &
vivid description of their rials, persecus
tions and sufferings which ﬂnah}f ended
in the burning ol the temple and the
exodus of the saints from Nauvoo to
Winter Quartersand fromthere to these
valleys where they have pince resided,

The choir sang, “Come, O then Kin

of Kings," and benediction was offer
by Joo. TV, Bluth,

The conference adjourned until 2 p.m.

‘The afternoon session was opened by
lhe choir einging **illosanaah to the
Great Messiah.””  Prayer was offered by
J. L, Herrick. The congregation joined
with the cheir in einging, "Come, come
yo Baints, no Toil nor Labor Fear.”

The sacrameni was administered by
the priesthoed of the Third Ward, after
which the general and local presiding
officers of the Y, M, M, I. Association
were presented and sustained in their
positions,

The repart of the secretary showed

"the following statistica from 17 ouf of

the 23 associations in Weber county:

Members, 6656; averape attendance
310k ; number belween the agea of 14
and 45 yvears who are not enrolled, 430,
merabers studying civil government,
241+ Etud}*ingz musi¢, 19,

Meetings held—QMicers, 653; regular,
3413 joint, 22; monthly, 100; extra, §;
ublic lectures, 11 semi-annual cone
erences, 2. Total number of meetings,
549,

EXERCISES REXDERED,

On the Gnsgel. 244: testimonies, 94;
lectures, 23. “lotal theological subjects,
368,
Bilde Liistory, 127; Book of Mormon
history, 222; New Testament, 2312;
Church histoty, 1443 Mutual Improve-
ment geries, 24, Tolal historical exer-
cives, 729, _
Scientific subjects, 73 civil govern.
ment, 523 mueic, 12, Total, 167,
Readinga, 3; essays, 9; select read-
ing, 32; recilations, 23; miscellaneous,
14, Total, 83, Grand total, 1,345,
Questions answrred, 9751 lessons pre-
pared at home, 2,601,
Visits of etake offivers, 326; members
awiy on roisziona, 23, _
Xumber of libraries in the agsacia-
tions, 15; number ¢f yvolumea bound,
1,116; pamphiets, 34; scrap books, 4.
Totsl number of volumes, 1,153, valued
nt‘il,lﬁﬂ.éﬂ. _
comparative report was then read
by Superintendent Yyright, 1t showed
that the Fourth ward bad the Jargest
enrollment and average sattendance.
Marriotta had the greatest per cent of
altendance, 68 per cent of the enrall-
ment, Farr West had the smallest per
cent of young men who did not helnnﬁ
to tho sssociations. The Fourth svar
sesacnl the largest library in  the
stake, The Second ward had held the
largest number of megtinge, 55, Lib-
erty bad rendered the greatest number
of exercizsea, 124, while Wes! Weber had
answered the largeat number of gues-
tions, 360. The greatest number of
homne preparations wagheld by tlie Sgce
ond ward, 528, the Fourth ward coming
socond, with 427. |
President Ehurtliff stated that there!
wag no need of any {riction between the
varioug institutions euch ag Sanday
echiocls atul Young Men's association

a
for ever Sundair school could be held
as ususl and etill the talernacle could
be filled by young mem belonging to the
mutosl,

Nathan J. Harris, of the Hearrigyille
asgociation, rendere] an address on civil
governimentin & oléar and lucid man-
ner. He defined the meaning of govern-
ment and illustraled the varions govern-
ments that had existed, did now exist
or could exist on the earth such a pairi-
§ archal, theocratie, monarchial, limited
monarchiel, Democratic and Republican
forma of government,

Elder George 11. Brimhall, one of the
general pregiding officers addreased the
congresalion. lie scored the sEsocias
tiong which had nov reported and hop ed
‘that no report would ever sgain be
mieslng, gave general instructions as to
procedure. expressed his pleasure at
meeting with so many and see the
suppport that was given the Mutual
b tﬁm stake yresidency, and when all
things were thoroughly undersiood
there could nevér be any friction he-
tween the working organisma of the
church, Thero was harmony in all
all thingss there ehould be no rivalry
or competiiion among the associations,
but inatead a propergpirit of emulation,

Thie cloged the exercizes at the con-
forence, and notice was given that Elder
Brimhall would deliver a lecture in the
evening on the subjeet of ""Appeiile”
considered from a Ph}‘ﬂiﬁh}i{itﬂ and
theological standpoint,

The cholir sang an anthem, and giter
enediction hadli‘»een offered by Thos, A,
Shreeve the conference adjourned,
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