
LETTER FROM FRED BLUTH

giving an interesting stor of the
voyage from manila to

san francisco
A few days ago a telegram was re-

ceived by mr J V bluth from his
brother fred announcing that he had
arrived in san francisco on the hospi-
tal ehla rio janeiro from manila hav-
ing been returned on sick leave as un-
able to perform duty since bla opera-
tion or appendicitis sanco then an
interesting letter baa been received
from him which we give to our readers

on board hio janeiro homeward
bound oct 15 1898

dear brother
no doubt you will bo surprised to

hear of my return to america but it
bad to be all the time I1 remained in
manila I1 was getting worse and was fi-
nally returned to the hospital my
wound would not heal owing to the
heat and I1 took down again with ro-
ver owing to the crowded condition
of the hospital the government fixed up
this boat to return as many 0 the sick
as possible the major surgeon de-
clared that I1 would never get well
while remaining in that hot country
so my name went down for return with

others
we left manila september

bound for giong kong china to take
on provisions and five hundred tons ot
coal for ballast giong kong la a little
over miles from manila we ar-
rived there on the at 1030 p m
aa the following day was sunday we
were given shore leave and you anncnn de-
pend on it I1 overlook tho chance
As soon aa we touched the shore we
were surrounded by about one hundred

with alk shaws this may
not be the correct spelling but that la
the way it sounds its a two wheeled
cart with room tor but one person I1
got in and away we went up town af-
ter riding about an hour I1 felt sorry
for the got out asked him
how mucbee and he answered ten

cents so I1 thought I1 could stand adoth
re hour I1 got another chinaman who
was a little faster I1 waa in company
with D woods of ogden who had en-
listed in the wyoming regiment at
abo pos we got into conversation
with ono of the british soldiers who
invited us up to their barracks on the
queens road here her maje
bravest do enough for us they
took us to dinner which was splendid
then we told them of nil the happen-
ings in manila in which they seemed
greatly interested they gave us a
splendid bath and rub down abo first
decent bath I1 have bad since 1 left
home wo had a swell supper tor 12
cents

giong kong beama to be a very neat
byc
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and clean city at least what wo saw 0it they use no horses the streets
are paved with asphalt and kept very
cleala the buildings are modem the
population about

on tuesday sept 27 we left hong
kong at 6 a m bound for nagasaki
japan to get coal and also by getting
north to hasten the recovery 0 the
sick while running along the chinese
coast we saw thousands upon thou-
sands of fishing junks narrowlycarr escap-
ing a crash with some of them we
burled a man by moonlight and I1 must
say it made me feel queer as I1 saw his
body slide over the edge of the ship in-
to the sea this was the fourth man
we had buried so far on the trip when
we left manila we had on tour crazy
men and eight marines from deleysdeweys
fleet we have only three crazy men
now one has been lost evidently hav-
ing jumped overboard the other
three are constantly watched

we arrived at nagasaki october ast1st
at 7 in the morning found some diff-
iculty in getting in owing to strict quar-
antine regulations but through the ef-
forts of our captain escaped a ten or
fifteen days quarantine stay here we
took on a thousand tons of coal the
coal was brought out in large scows a
large wide ladder was attached to each
scow and the ship and men and women
passed the coal in small baskets one to
the other keeping a continual stream
of coal going into our bunkers until
filled we spent the day sight seeing
in the town though it does not compare
favorablytavor ably with hong kong the fol-
lowing day being sunday we had ser-
vices aboard conducted by american
missionaries who have been laboring
hero for twenty years

we left nagasaki at p m that
night we passed through the indian sea
of japan I1 dont believe I1 will ever
see another such lovely scene we
passed through small narrow channels
amid a nest of islands it was a beau-
tiful sight tho tea planta-
tions had the appearance of
steps climbing the hill sides it was
a beautiful sight we passed bamona
cakl and there I1 saw the remains of two
sunken boats relics of the chines
japan war on the ath we arrived at
kobe where we parted with our pilot
then we struck out across the ocean
for san francisco a trip of about sev-
enteen days we have had a very
rough voyage not a day has passed
without rain and wind many were
seasick but I1 escaped with the loss of
but one meal up to the jtb we had
burled seven men and lost one

the trip back has been far
to the one going over we havo good
food and a nice clean dining room in
which to eat on the outward trip we
had to eat where we could find a place
to drop down and pork and beana were
the order while now we never eee pork
let alone eat it since I1 came aboard
ray cut has healed and I1 am feeling
quite well though weak

friday oct we are now with-
in a hundred miles of land and all are
packing up their things

sunday oct we arrived aate
and sound yesterday and glad we were
to get back to gods country we were
brought to the presidio as soon as they
could unload us and now we have nice
quarters As yet I1 dont know what la
to bo done with us they may give us
a furlough tor thirty days and perhaps
a discharge I1 am not quite able to do
duty but am feeling excellent to be on
american soil we were given quite a
reception here


